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done with this friction with France, now that great ques-
tions are at issue/' To which Bulow replied character-
istically that he agreed, but must not let the French see this
too clearly, or they would never give any compensations
for Germany's withdrawal; and he added, "The most desir-
able thing would be that we should come to an under-
standing with France and England about Morocco, as well
as about other African and Asia Minor questions." 36
Soon afterwards Germany gave her approval to the
terms which the French had drawn up, highly favorable to
themselves, as- the conditions on which Mulai Hafid was to
be Sultan. At the same time Schoen, the German Secre-
tary of State, told Jules Cambon, the French Ambassador
in Berlin, that it was time for Germany and France to
shake hands on Morocco, and that the Kaiser wished it.57
This led to negotiations which resulted in the Franco-
German Agreement of February 9, 1909. "To facilitate the
execution of the Act of Algeciras," France, still professing
to respect the independence and integrity of Morocco,
promised equality of economic opportunity to the Germans;
and Germany, professing to pursue only economic aims,
recognized France's special political interests in preserving
peace and order, and promised not to interfere with them.38
The final negotiations took place very rapidly. This
was owing to several reasons. The Bosnian Crisis was
becoming dangerously acute as Austria and Serbia armed
against one another, so that it was desirable to get the
Moroccan question out of the way. In the second place,
Billow had taken up the idea of the German Ambassador
in England, in spite of the Kaiser's absolute negative of
the preceding summer, of conceding to England a modifica-
tion of Germany's naval program in return for some politi-
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